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same community. "A landed interest, a manufactur-
ing interest, a mercantile interest, a moneyed interest,
with many lesser interests, grow up of necessity in
civilised nations, and divide them into different classes,
actuated by different sentiments and views, The regu-
lation of these various and interfering interests forms
the principal task of modern legislation and involves
the spirit of party and faction in the necessary and
ordinary operations of the Government/1 (Federalist,
No. 10). Similarly Hamilton, with some appreciation
of *the part that the leisured classes played in the poli-
tics of his qpie, pointed out that mechanics and artisans
would normally vote for merchants, and small land-
owners for their richer fellows, so that "from the
natural operation of the different interests and views
of the various classes of the community, whether the
representation of the people be more or less numerous,
it will consist almost entirely of proprietors of land,
of merchants, and of members of the learned profes-
sions who will truly represent all those different inter-
ests and views". (Federalist, No. 35).

In thus translating political divisions into economic
terms, both Madison and Hamilton were well ahead
of their time, but they missed the whole meaning of
party to contemporary minds, with consequences that
have affected, and perhaps dominated, the whole
course of American politics. Madison and Hamilton
both argued that the various interests which would
seek to express themselves in Congress would be es-
sentially local and that the size and comprehensiveness
of the American federation would cause them to